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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR
AUTHENTICATING A USER BY MEANS OF
AN APPLICATION

CLAIM OF PRIORITY AND
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS/INCORPORATION BY
REFERENCE

Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §1109, this patent application claims
the filing date benefit of and right of priority to Swiss Patent
Application no. 2011CH-1829, which was filed on Nov. 16,
2011.

The above stated application is hereby incorporated herein
by reference in its entirety.

FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR
DEVELOPMENT

[Not Applicable].
MICROFICHE/COPYRIGHT REFERENCE
[Not Applicable].
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a method and a system for authen-
ticating a user by an application.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

RFID (Radio-Frequency Identification) devices (e.g.,
badges, tags, and cards) are known in the state of the art, and
can be used to authenticate a user vis-a-vis different services,
and the user can subsequently avail himself or herself of these
services. In order to guarantee the security of these cards, a
sophisticated security concept is required. It is necessary to
prevent a corrupt reader or provider from causing damages to
the system in terms of security.

For the security of the RFID systems, proprietary systems
are known that keep the keys and methods secret. Each appli-
cation must adapt these. The card can, however, then be used
only for one application. Unsecured methods are also known.
Identification is performed through the unsecured UID,
which provides no guarantee as to authenticity.

Another problem is that a user may have the difficulty of
always carrying different cards and having them replaced in
case of loss.

Further limitations and disadvantages of conventional and
traditional approaches will become apparent to one of skill in
the art, through comparison of such systems with some
aspects of the present invention as set forth in the remainder of
the present application with reference to the drawings.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A system and/or method is provided for authenticating a
user using an application, substantially as shown in and/or
described in connection with at least one of the figures, as set
forth more completely in the claims.

These and other advantages, aspects and novel features of
the present invention, as well as details of an illustrated
embodiment thereof, will be more fully understood from the
following description and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Aspects of the invention will be described in more detail on
the basis of the attached figures, in which:
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FIG. 1 illustrates a flowchart of a first security level, in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates a flowchart of a second security step,
which may be performed to provide a second security level, in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates a flowchart of a third security step, which
may be performed to provide a third security level, in accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart of a combination of three
security steps or levels, in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Certain embodiments of the present invention may be
found in a method and system for authenticating a user using
an application, as described in the following in more detail
with reference to the attached figures.

As utilized herein the terms “circuits” and “circuitry” refer
to physical electronic components (i.e. hardware) and any
software and/or firmware (“code”) which may configure the
hardware, be executed by the hardware, and or otherwise be
associated with the hardware. As utilized herein, “and/or”
means any one or more of the items in the list joined by
“and/or”. As an example, “x and/or y” means any element of
the three-element set {(x), (¥), (X, )} As another example,
“X, y, and/or z” means any element of the seven-element set
1x), ®), @), %, ¥), X, 2), (¥, 2), (X, ¥, 2)}. As utilized herein,
the terms “block” and “module” refer to functions than can be
performed by one or more circuits. As utilized herein, the
term “‘exemplary” means serving as a non-limiting example,
instance, or illustration. As utilized herein, the term “e.g.,”
introduces a list of one or more non-limiting examples,
instances, or illustrations.

In various implementations of the invention, a card may be
provided with which a user may be authenticated based on a
user ID, where this user ID may be more fraud-resistant. In an
implementation, an application on the card may be used,
which application can read out and verify the user ID without
the application being able to have access to other keys for
other identities, or to a system key or to other application IDs.
A method and a system utilizing the card and/or the applica-
tion(s) may allow for operating both online and offline. In
some instances, a particular security level, which may be
implemented using the card as configured or used in accor-
dance with the aspects of the invention, may be selected
depending on the application. In an implementation, the card
may allow for authenticating a user vis-a-vis a plurality of
applications.

FIG. 1 illustrates a flowchart of a first security level, in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.
Referring to FIG. 1 there is shown a system 1, which may
comprise a server (4), a user-specific card (3), and an appli-
cation n (2). In this regard, the application n (2) may be run in
any suitable user device (not shown), such as a personal
computer, a mobile phone, or any like device, which may be
utilized in implementing various aspects of the present dis-
closure as described hereafter. The user-specific card (3) may
comprise any suitable logic, circuitry, interfaces, and/or code
for storing and/or providing particular data (e.g., identifica-
tion related data). The server (4) may correspond to any
suitable system or device (e.g., computer or the like), and may
comprise any suitable logic, circuitry, interfaces, and/or code
that may be operable to implement various aspects of the
present disclosure as described hereafter.

As shown in FIG. 1 (and the remaining figures), a method
may be implemented using the system 1 for authenticating a
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user, such as using the application n (2), card (3), and/or the
server (4). In this regard, the embodiments of the FIGS. 1 to
3 each show a different level of security. The different levels
of security may be selected and/or used (e.g., via the appli-
cations (2) or the server (4)) depending on requirements as to
the desired security level. The user (not shown) may be in
possession of the user-specific card (3). For example, the
user-specific card (3) may comprise a RFID card, an RFID tag
affixed onto the mobile radio unit, or an NFC (Near-Field
Communication) application with a virtual card (with the key
being located safely on a secure element, e.g., in the SIM
card). Other form factors such as RFID bracelet, wristwatch,
etc., and the like may also possible. The application n (2) may
communicate with the card (3), such as over a contactless
interface at close range, for example directly with the RFID
element or with the mobile radio unit that is equipped with a
software application (app) that performs the internal commu-
nication over the NFC interface with the SIM card.

The issuer of the card (3) may be referred to hereinafter as
‘operator.” The operator may maintain the server (4), which
may be used to guarantee the identification vis-a-vis the dif-
ferent applications (2). These applications (2) may be made
available by, for example, external third parties and the user
can select them and use them with the card (3). The user may
register on the operator’s server (4) and register one or more
cards (3) that are provided with an RFID tag, such as for
example a card, tag, bracelet, or wristwatch, and associate the
different services and applications (2) selected by the user
with these cards (3). In some instances, the user may obtain
already registered cards directly or indirectly from the opera-
tor.

A user ID (UID), an operator ID (SID), and at least one
application ID AIDn (n=2 to n, depending on the number of
applications) may be stored on the card (3). Additionally, a
key K0 associated with the user ID UID, a key K1 associated
with the operator ID SID, and at least one key Kn (n=2 to n,
depending on the number of applications) associated with the
application ID AIDn may be stored on the card (3). Also, a
particular value MACO0, MAC1, MAC2, . . ., MACn (Mes-
sage Authentication Code) may be associated with each of
these values, and may serve for the verification of the ID
during readout for example.

The keys KO, . .., Kn, IDs and MACO, . . ., MACn may be
written by, for example, a manufacturer onto cards (e.g., the
card (3)), and may then be communicated (by the manufac-
turer) to the operator. The manufacturer may supply the cards,
PIN and PUK (concealed) for activation thereof together with
a file containing the card numbers, the card contents plus the
PIN and PUK, to the operator, with the application values
being encrypted with the user’s Public Key. The cards may
then be sold by the operator (and thus obtained by the user).
The user (as the customer) may then register the card(s), such
as over the Internet, on the server (4). In this regard, a card
number, which may be printed on the card, and the PIN that
has been made visible (e.g. by scratching off) may be used for
the card registration. The customer may then subscribe to
applications (2) according to personal preference.

The server (4) may send the information of the newly
registered cards together with the card data to the applications
(2). In some instances, cards that have been exchanged, lost or
cancelled may also be registered. The application n (2) may
also request the status information actually with identification
(as shown in FIG. 3). Accordingly, each application n (2) (or
the reader of the application) may need to know the key K0 in
order to be capable of identifying the UID. Depending on the
embodiment, each application may additionally know its own
key (Kn), which is specifically associated with that applica-
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tion. The application key (Kn) may be securely exchanged at
a given point in time with the server (4). The server (4) may
contain the keys K0, K1 that are associated with the user UID
and the operator SID.

In security level 1, as shown in FIG. 1, the UID may be read
out and used by the application n (2), such as using an RFID
reader for example, which can be both external as well as
integrated in the application n (2), and of the card key K0. A
handshake process may be used on the basis of the MACO
stored on the card (3) for transmitting the data between the
application n (2) and the card (3). In particular, the user UID
and the MACO may be transmitted from the RFID/SIM card
(3)totheapplicationn (2). The application n (2) may generate
the MACO, such as based on the UID and/or the card key K0.
On the basis of the generated MACO of the application n (2),
the user UID can be verified by comparing the MACO trans-
mitted by the RFID/SIM card (3) with the MACO generated in
the application n (2). Accordingly, when done in this manner,
it is difficult to eavesdrop on the transmission.

After a positive authentication of the user, further steps
may be approved or performed. In case an unauthorized
reader wishes to read out the card (3), the card may send a
random UID and thus the user’s privacy may be protected.
The communication between the card (3) and the reader of the
application may be protected according to appropriate stan-
dards.

The chip cards may be standardized with one or more of a
plurality of norms. The following norms in particular can be
used: ISO/IEC 14443, ISO/IEC 15693 (for the reading-out of
chip cards), ISO/IEC 18000 (information technology—iden-
tification of goods by means of high frequency (RFID) for the
management of the flow of goods) and EPCglobal (Electronic
Product Code), ISO/IEC 15961 and ISO/IEC 15962 for deter-
mining parameters.

For example, the customer may go into a shop and instead
of getting a ticket at the touch of a button on an automatic
machine the customer may instead activate a number with the
card (3). The customer will thus get the number supplied to
the user device (e.g., mobile device) and can be advised
personally in the shop since the customer identity is known.
Depending on how much information is available about the
user of the authenticated user UID, the authentication can in
this example also be used to merely obtain a personal number
that is required for example when queuing for services at atill,
without in this case personal customer data being available.

FIG. 2 illustrates a flowchart of a second security step,
which may be performed to provide a second security level, in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

In security level 2, as shown in FIG. 2, the operator may
(e.g., using a database) verify the operator ID SID, such as
using or based on the operator key K1. For example, the
reader of an application (e.g., the applicationn (2)) in this case
may read out a field F1 (containing the server value, time
stamp, MAC_server), and may then send the SID together
with F1 to the operator (server (4)). The reader of the appli-
cation in doing so may work transparently. The server (4) may
verify the MAC1, which it computes by using the SID and the
key K1. The server (4) then computes a new value for the
MAC1, sends the entire new field to the reader and the latter
stores the new value of MACI1 in the card (3) for the next
verification. A challenge-response method can also be used.
The communication between the card (3) and the reader of the
application may be protected according to appropriate stan-
dards. The communication between the reader and the server
(4) may be protected according to appropriate encryption
mechanisms.
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The method corresponding to the second security level can
be performed as long as there is a connection between the
application n (2) and the server (4). In this embodiment, both
the user ID UID and the operator ID SID may be authenti-
cated, although the UID can be authenticated by the applica-
tion n (2). The SID by contrast may be authenticated by the
server (4), and the result of the authentication process is
communicated to the application n (2).

For example, the customer may go to a shop that sells
products of the card provider (partner shop). The reader may
not be in a secure network since the application is not under
the control of the operator. The customer may, however, avail
himself or herself of a voucher or of a reduction in the partner
shop through the card. The card (3) can thus be verified in
accordance with the second security level based mechanism,
such as directly using the server (4). It is thus possible to
credit the voucher to the customer without it being possible
for the partner shop to misuse the system.

FIG. 3 illustrates a flowchart of a third security step, which
may be performed to provide a third security level, in accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

In security level 3, as shown in FIG. 3, the application n (2)
may read out the application identifier AIDn, using the appli-
cationkey Kn for example. The AIDn may be verified, such as
using the MACn for the relevant application for example. In
this regard, a field Fn can be read and written only by the
associated application. A challenge-response method can
also be used. Subsequently, the application n (2) may request
additional information from the server (4) by using the user
ID UID. The server (4) may send corresponding additional
information to the application n (2) (e.g. customer address,
age, status of the card (3), etc.)

For example, the customer may purchase a particular ser-
vice (e.g., a cinema subscription). The customer may then go
to the cinema and obtain the cinema ticket using the card (3).
The card (3) may be verified by the cinema application and
the age is verified on the server and communicated to the
cinema application.

FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart of a combination of three
security steps or levels, in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the invention. In this regard, in some instances
a combination of the three security levels (as described with
respectto FIGS. 1 to 3) may be used, such as depending on the
particular embodiment and security level.

Accordingly, multiple diverse applications (2) may use the
card (3) for authentication. The user therefore does not need
to own different cards (3). In case of loss, a card (3) can be
blocked and replaced. The authentication data may not be lost
when the card (3) is blocked or replaced since merely key
information is stored on the card (3) (e.g., UID, SID, AIDn,
and associated MACs and keys). The applications (2) are, by
virtue of their own key, independent.

Aspects of the invention may be implemented using a
system (e.g., the system 1), comprising a user-specific card
(3), which may store identification related data, such as a user
1D UID, an operator ID SID and at least one application ID
(AIDn). In particular, the user-specific card can comprise a
card key (K0) associated with the user ID (UID), a key (K1)
associated with the operator ID (SID) and at least one appli-
cation ID (AIDn) with an associated application key (Kn)
each.

In some instances, the card may be initialized. For
example, the card manufacturer may initialize corresponding
fields by transmitting onto the card (3) the user ID UID, the
operator ID SID, and the application IDs AIDn, as well as the
associated keys K0, K1, . . . Kn. For each card, a PIN (Per-
sonal Identification Number) and PUK (Personal Unblocking

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

Key) may be defined for the activation. The card data may be
entered into the server (4). When the customer acquires a
card, the PIN and PUK may be supplied and concealed with
the card (3). The customer may then register, such as over the
Internet, onto the server (4) as owner of the card (3). For this,
the number printed on the card as well as the PIN that has been
rendered visible (e.g. by scratching) may be needed. The
customer can define user-specific applications associated
with the card in the server (4). The server (4) may send the
information of the newly registered card (3), together with the
card data, to the applications (2). In some instances, cards (3)
that have been exchanged, lost or terminated, can also be
notified to the application (2).

The application (2) may be configured and/or operable
(e.g., autonomously and/or by use of necessary hardware or
software means) for reading out an ID, for example UID, SID,
AlDn, of the card (3); verifying the ID, for example UID,
AlDn; forwarding the 1D (UID, SID) to the server (4); and
receiving the answer from the server (4). The application (2)
in this respect comprises in particular the card key (K0) and
the associated application key (Kn), and the server (4) com-
prises the card key (K0) and the operator key (K1).

The server (4) may comprise any suitable logic, circuitry,
interfaces, and/or code for receiving an ID (UID, SID) from
the application n (2); for verifying the received ID SID; for
sending the result to the application n (2) as well as for
sending user information to the application n (2), wherein the
application n (2) and the server (4) are connected, e.g. over a
network.

Other embodiments of the invention may provide a non-
transitory computer readable medium and/or storage
medium, and/or a non-transitory machine readable medium
and/or storage medium, having stored thereon, a machine
code and/or a computer program having at least one code
section executable by a machine and/or a computer, thereby
causing the machine and/or computer to perform the steps as
described herein.

Accordingly, aspects of the present invention may be real-
ized in hardware, software, or a combination of hardware and
software. Aspects of the present invention may be realized in
a centralized fashion in at least one computer system, or in a
distributed fashion where different units are spread across
several interconnected computer systems. Any kind of com-
puter system or other apparatus adapted for carrying out the
methods described herein is suited. A typical combination of
hardware and software may be a general-purpose computer
system with a computer program that, when being loaded and
executed, controls the computer system such that it carries out
the methods described herein.

Aspects of the present invention may also be embedded in
acomputer program product, which comprises all the features
enabling the implementation of the methods described
herein, and which when loaded in a computer system is able
to carry out these methods. Computer program in the present
context means any expression, in any language, code or nota-
tion, of a set of instructions intended to cause a system having
an information processing capability to perform a particular
function either directly or after either or both of the following:
a) conversion to another language, code or notation; b) repro-
duction in a different material form.

While aspects of the present invention has been described
with reference to certain embodiments, it will be understood
by those skilled in the art that various changes may be made
and equivalents may be substituted without departing from
the scope of the present invention. In addition, many modifi-
cations may be made to adapt a particular situation or material
to the teachings of the present invention without departing
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from its scope. Therefore, it is intended that the present inven-
tion not be limited to the particular embodiment disclosed,
but that the present invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the appended claims.

LIST OF REFERENCE SIGNS

1 System

2 Application

3 RFID element

4 Server

UID User ID

SID Operator 1D

AlDn Application ID of the application n

K0 Card key

K1 Operator key

K2 ...nApplication key

MACO0 Message Authentication Code for UID
MACI1 Message Authentication Code for SID
MAC2 . .. n Message Authentication Code for AID2 ... n

What is claimed:

1. A method, comprising:

authenticating a user based on a user-specific card, wherein

the user is in possession of the card, the authenticating

comprising:

reading out from the card and authenticating by an appli-
cation, a user ID (UID) that is stored in the card;

reading out from the card by the application an operator
1D (SID) that is stored in the card, and forwarding the
operator ID (SID) to a server of a particular operator;

verifying by the server the operator ID (SID); and

communicating by the server a result of the verification
of the operator ID (SID) to the application.

2. The method of claim 1, comprising reading out data from
the card by the application in a contactless manner.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the card is an RFID
element or a SIM card of a mobile telephone.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the application is
approved and/or executed after a positive authentication of
the user.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the user registers a
plurality of cards on the server.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the application reads out
and verifies its corresponding application ID (AIDn) from the
card, and the application sends the user ID (UID) to the server
in order to request additional information for the user.

7. The method of claim 1, comprising:

sending by the application to the server, the user ID (UID)

after ithad been read out from the card and authenticated
by the application;

authenticating by the server the user ID (UID); and

transmitting by the server an authentication result to the

application together with further information associated
with the UID.

8. The method of claim 1, comprising sending by the server
to the application, in response to reception of the user 1D
(UID) from the application, additional information for the
user.

9. A method for generating a card for use in user authenti-
cation, comprising:

transmitting onto the card data comprising: a user 1D

(UID), an operator 1D (SID), one or more application
IDs (AIDn), a plurality of keys (K0, K1, . . . Kn) asso-
ciated to the one or more application IDs (AlDn); and
transmitting the values of the card in the server, to enable
use of the card for user authentication subsequent to
user-specific registration of the card in the server.
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10. The method of claim 9, wherein the card is supplied to
a user.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the user-specific
registration comprises the user logging into the server, and
selecting in the server one or more user-specific applications
that are valid for the card.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the server informs the
user-specific applications about the user selection thereof.

13. A system, comprising:

a user-specific card that is configured to store a user ID
(UID), an operator ID (SID), and a plurality of applica-
tion IDs (AIDn);

a device configured to run an application that enables read-
ing out data from the card; and

a server that is configured to receive data from the appli-
cation, verify or authenticate at least some of the
received data, and send a result of the verifying and/or
the authenticating as well as additional information to
the application.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the application is

configured to:
read the user ID (UID), the operator ID (SID), and one or
more of the plurality of application IDs (AIDn) from the
card;
authenticate the user ID (UID) and/or the one or more of
the plurality of application IDs (AIDn);
forward the user ID (UID) and/or the operator ID (SID) to
a server; and
receive a response from the server.
15. The system of claim 13, wherein the application and the
server are connected over the Internet.
16. The system of claim 13, wherein the application and the
card are connected over a contactless connection.
17. The system of claim 13, wherein the card is an RFID
device or a SIM card of a mobile telephone.
18. The system of claim 13, wherein:
the user-specific card comprises a card key (K0) associated
with the user ID (UID), a key (K1) associated with the
operator 1D (SID) and a plurality of application 1Ds
(AIDn) with an associated application key (Kn) each;
the application reads out and store the card key (K0) and
the associated application key (Kn); and
the server receives and stores the card key (K0) and the
operator key (K1).
19. A system, comprising:
a user-specific card that is configured to store data for use
in authenticating a user associated with the user-specific
card, the data comprising a user ID (UID), an operator
ID (SID) and a plurality of application IDs (AIDn) are
stored on the card.
20. The user-specific card of claim 19, wherein a card key
(K0) associated with the user ID (UID), akey (K1) associated
with the operator ID (SID) and a plurality of keys (Kn) asso-
ciated with the application IDs (AIDn) are stored on the card.
21. The user-specific card of claim 19, wherein the card is
an RFID element or a SIM card.
22. A system for authenticating a user, comprising:
a server associated with particular operator, wherein the
server is configured to authenticate the user based on a
user-specific card, the server being operable to:
receive an operator ID (SID) that had been read out from
the card;

verity the operator ID (SID); and

transmit a verification confirmation based on success of
the verifying of the operation ID (SID).
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23. The system of claim 22, wherein the server is operable
to:

receive a user ID (UID) thathad been read out from the card
and authenticates by an application;

authenticate the user ID (UID); and 5

transmit the authentication result to the application
together with further information associated with the
UID.

24. The system of claim 22, wherein the server is operable
to: 10
receive a user ID (UID) thathad been read out from the card

by an application; and
sends additional information for a user to an application.
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